
 

ARE RECREATIONAL FIRES ALLOWED IN APPLE VALLEY? 
 
Whether you call it a recreational fire, a bonfire, a barbeque, or a backyard fire, small fires in 
residential back yards are a popular way to relax and spend time with friends and family in Apple 
Valley.   
 
Residents of single family homes are reminded that the following provisions must be met when 
enjoying a recreational fire: 

 Whether on the ground or free-standing, the fire must be contained to a 3’ x 3’ x 3’ 
area. Flames should not be any higher than 3’ and any time. 

 Only clean dry fire wood may be used.  You may not burn yard waste or treated 
lumber. 

 Fires must be at least 25’ from the nearest combustible structure and at least 15’ 
from the nearest property line. 

 An adult resident of the property and an extinguishing source (garden hose) must be 
present at the fire from start to finish. 

 
Residents of multi-family homes (apartments, condominiums, and townhomes) should check with 

their association before making or using a fire pit on the property. 

Have more questions? 

Recreational Fire Ordinance 

Contact the Apple Valley Fire Department  
Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
952-935-2600 

 

http://www.ci.apple-valley.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/153
http://www.google.com/imgres?start=277&safe=strict&sa=X&biw=991&bih=620&tbm=isch&tbnid=HVve118q5M95aM:&imgrefurl=http://www.diynetwork.com/how-to/building-a-backyard-fire-pit/&docid=lUxSKMW28b7ybM&imgurl=http://img.diynetwork.com/DIY/2011/07/21/Ultimate-How-to_Fire-Pit-bottom-layer-concrete_s4x3_lg.jpg&w=616&h=462&ei=WhoWU6CzA8amygG924Fg&zoom=1&ved=0CIICEIQcMFM4yAE&iact=rc&dur=623&page=19&ndsp=16
http://www.google.com/imgres?start=293&safe=strict&sa=X&biw=991&bih=620&tbm=isch&tbnid=-5lgMgXCl70I1M:&imgrefurl=http://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/planning-a-backyard-bonfire-remember-to-get-a-permit/article_3cf159e6-6e4f-11e1-ae1c-001871e3ce6c.html&docid=PbNVQAD3Uw86CM&imgurl=http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/lacrossetribune.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/9/df/9df15386-6e4f-11e1-b0ef-001871e3ce6c/4f61636e1b051.preview-300.jpg&w=300&h=300&ei=JC8WU82sKoPyyAGogoG4Bg&zoom=1&ved=0CCQQhBwwCTisAg&iact=rc&dur=1077&page=20&ndsp=18
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=E25JbYYpCMLV6M&tbnid=8cjkaFQ900GT3M:&ved=&url=http://www.keepingitkleen.com/residential_blog/food-safety-tips-for-the-campfire/&ei=ZzAWU6eKNIjhyQHDnICQDQ&bvm=bv.62286460,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEjiOcA48eyyaQgPiHyoT39BrIZEg&ust=1394049512007165

