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There are two sewer systems. The
sanitary system takes waste water
from your home to a water treatment
plant. The stormwater system
takes rainwater runoff to the nearest

lake, pond, wetland or stream without
receiving treatment.
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Tips for Overland Dispersal

Make sure that water is exiting onto
slopes that are directed away from
the house foundation so water
doesn’t get redirected back into
your basement. This applies for all
methods of sump water dispersal.
Water must not cause drainage
problems on neighboring properties,
a public nuisance, nor icing on pave-
ments. This applies for all methods
of sump water dispersal.

Make sure that you provide some
energy dissipation (splash blocks,
rock, etc.) to prevent erosion at the
outlet.

Energy

Tips for Sump Water Reuse

Water can be directed to your
landscaping or storage container
through underground pipes, dry
creak beds, and property regrading.
If redirecting water through
underground piping, a secondary
overland outlet may be needed if
the pipe is not buried below the
frost line.  This applies for all
methods of sump water dispersal.
Water reuse reduces some of the
downstream impacts associated
with increased stormwater volume,
such as increased erosion.

Sewer Connection Terms

A permit or license agreement is
required for connection to the
stormwater system.

The home in question must be
located sufficiently close to a
stormwater system manhole or
drain, such that any piping will not
cross another resident’s property
and that impacts to streets,
sidewalks, and other public
infrastructure is limited.

The permit holder is responsible for
all installation costs and repairs to
public infrastructure.

Dissipation

Seattle Public Works
Atrium Grate

Earth Wizards, Inc
Pop-up Emitter
Oldcastle Drainage

Splash Block

Stormwater

Conveyance

Underground Drain Pipe

This Old House
Dry Creek Bed Draining

Into Raingarden
Dakota County SWCD
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