
For more than 20 years, Kara Koh has been involved with Chateau Ste. Michelle’s 

winemaking operations on nearly every level, and has become an integral part of 

the winemaking team.

Kara graduated from the University of Washington in 1988, with a degree in Biology 

and English. She joined Chateau Ste. Michelle in 1992 working in the winery’s  

retail shop. In 1994 she began to explore the winemaking side of the facility and 

spent the next five years working in the cellar and barrel room. She took on new 

responsibilities in 1999 as the winetracker, and was then promoted to enologist in 

2003. Recognizing her talent and passion for winemaking, Kara was promoted to 

assistant winemaker in 2008.

Kara works at Chateau Ste. Michelle’s white wine cellar in Woodinville, Washington, and particularly enjoys crafting 

the wide range of rieslings offered by the winery.

“Each bottle of wine is an expression of the soil, vineyard and climate from where the grapes are grown,”  says  

Kara. “I enjoy watching each vintage unfold and evolve. It’s an exciting challenge to try to make the next vintage  

even better.”

Today, Kara works with head winemaker Bob Bertheau, and white winemaker David Rosenthal in managing day  

to day cellar operations, taking part in blending sessions and coordinating tank ferments. Outside of the winery,  

Kara enjoys gardening, cooking, and spending time with her family.
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Founded in 1934, Chateau Ste. Michelle pioneered vinifera grape growing in Washington state and has been producing classic 

European varietal wines under the Ste. Michelle label since 1967. The winery combines an ongoing dedication to research with 

a commitment to classic winemaking traditions.
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